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AMENDMENTS 

In the. Claims 

Please ninend Claims 1 1 and IS aiid cancel Claims 19-2?, fis i^hown below, 

1 1. {Currently Amended) An optical meter that can dotcnnine when sample has been applied to the 
surface oFa test strip inserted into it, said meter ct^uiprising: 

(a) means for collecting reflectance data from a region of said meter occupied by n sample 
application location of said test strip when said test strip is present in said metor^^iefeHMfii^l 
rcilcetance dalQ is collected over a period of time vangitig from a time prior to introduction of said test 
strip into said optical meter to a time after application of said sample to said sample application location, 
wherein said means comprises: 

(i) a light source for irradiating said region of said meter; and 

(ii) a detector for detecting reflected light from said region of said meter; 

(b) means for comparing said reflectance datJi to a reference value to obtain a sample present 
signal; and 

(q) means for actuating a fluid sample movement means of said test strip in response to said 
sample present signal. 

1 2. (Original) The optical meter according to Claim 1 1 , wherein said light source is a source of 
visible light, 

13. (Original) The optical meter according to Claim 12, wherein said light hus a wavelength ixinging 
fram about 550nm to 590nm. 

14. (Original) The optical meter according to Claim 1 1, wheran said meter furlher comprises said 
test strip. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) An optical meter that can dcLcrminc when sample has becji applied to the 
surface of a test strip inserted into it, said meter comprising: 
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(a) means for collecting reflectance dala IVom a region of 5;aid meter occupictl by a sample 
application location ofsaid test strip when said test si rip is present in said incLctv^ercin said 
yefleeta ncc data is co Heetett over a period of lime nuiging from a time prior to introduction of snid test 
strip into said optical meter to a time after application ofsaid sample to said sample application location, 
wherein said means comprises: 

(i) a light source for irradialinj; saiil toj^loa of said meter witli Jighl of wavelength 
ranging from about 550 to 590nm; and 

(ii) a detector for detecting rcllcctcJ light from said region ofsaid meter; 

(b) means for comparing said reflectance data to a refercnce value to obtain a sample present 
signal; and 

(e) means for actuating a fluid sample movement means of said meter in response to said 
sample present signal, 

1 6. (Originul) The optical meter according to Claim 1 5, wherein said flnid movancnl mcims is a 
bladder depressing means. 

17. (Original) The optical meter according to CJlaim 1 5, wherein said test strip is present in said 
meter. 

1 8. (Original) The optical meter according to CI aim 1 7, whcrc5n said test strip is a non-p<>n>us test 
strip* 

19. (Cancelled) An optical meter that can delcrniinc wlicn sample has been applied to the surface of 
a test strip inserted into it, said meter comprising: 

(a) means for collecting reflectance data substantially as represented in Tiguie 6K from a 
region ofsaid meter occupied by a sample application locution ofsaid test strip when present in said 
meter> wherein said means comprises: 

(i) a light source for irradiuting snid region of said meter; and 

(ii) a detector for detecting rcflccled light from said region of said meter; 

(b) means for comparing said reflectance d;ita to a reference value to obtf^in a siimi^le present 
signal; and 

(c) means for actuating a fluid sample nu>vemcnt means of said test strip in response to said 
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sample present signal. 

20. (Cancelled) The optical meter according to Claim 19, wherein suid light source is a source of 
visible light, 

2 1 . (Cancelled) The opUcal meter according to Chun 20, whci-ein said light has u wavclcnglh 
ranging from about 550nm to 590nm. 

22. (Cancelled) The optical meter according to Claim 19, wlicrein .said mcler further comprises said 
test strip. 
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